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New  Easter  News. 


By  Nephj  Jensen. 


PEAK  not  to  me  of  endless  death  ; 
Beyond     the     Grave's     dreadful 
portal 
Ever  stirs  spirits'  deathless  breath 
Waking-  souls  to  life  immortal. 


The  One  who  heroically  won 

The  Tomb's  conquest  and  victory — 

The  Maker  of  earth,   stars  and  sun, 
Brought  our  unending  life  to  be. 

In  Palmyra's  temple  of  trees 

Shone  anew  the  Light  resplendent, 

A  youth's  troubled  soul  to  appease 
With  truth  and  glory  transcendent. 

From  out  celestial  burning, 
Spoke  again  the  voice  Eternal 

Answering  a  Seer's  heart-yearning 
With  new  Easter  news,  supernal. 
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THE  SACRED  GROVE. 

It  was  into  this  grove,  near  Palmyra,  New  York,  that  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith 
went  early  one  Spring  morning  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  twenty  and  in- 
quired of  the  Lord  as  to  which  was  the  True  Church  of  Christ.  It  was  here  that 
Joseph  saw  God  the  Father  and  His  Son  Jesus  Christ.  He  was  told  that  the 
churches  of  the  world  were  an  abomination  in  the  sight  of  God  and  that  through 
him,  if  he  lived  according  to  the  laws  and  commandments,  Christ  should  re- 
establish His  Church. 
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Things  to  be  found  in  Mormon  Literature 

By  Rosannah  C.  Irvine,  of  the  Relief  Society  General  Board. 


0V^N  the  early  days  of  the  Church, 
J  the  Prophet  Joseph  gave  his  ad- 
vice to  the  Saints:  "  Seek  ye  wisdom 
from   the  best   books."  This  counsel, 

good  at  that  time,  is  doubly  necessary 
now  when  the  market  is  flooded  witii 
books  of  all  types,  some  good,  many 
questionable,  and  a  host  that  are  really 
vicious.  Thomas  Carlyle,  after  reading 
a  popular  French  novel,  said:  "  I  feel  as 
if  I  should  go  and  bathe  seven  times  in 
the  River  Jordan."  That  type  of  read- 
ing, salacious,  prolific,  and  "  popular," 
is  the  kind  that  should  be  displaced  in  all 
our  homes  by  the  literature  of  our  own 
writers. 

As  with  all  people  who  have  endured, 
we  have  accumulated  a  vital  and  distinc- 
tive memorial — a  literature  which  is  an 
authentic  and  graphic  chronicle  of  our 
people.  The  works  peculiar  to  our 
Church  are  to  be  found  in  all  the  great 
libraries  of  the  nation.  They  are  as  im- 
portant to  our  national  records  as  are 
those  of  any  other  outstanding  movement. 

It  has  been  said  by  some,  not  of  our 
faith,  that  the  Book  of  Mormon  is  the 
most  significant  book  of  the  century. 
The  Bible,  which  of  course  does  not  be- 
long to  us  alone,  together  with  the  Book 
of  Mormon,  the  Doctrine  and  Covenants, 
the  Pearl  of  Great  Price,  our  histories, 
our  biographies,  our  hymns  and  other 
poetical  writings,  with  their  wisdom  and 
philosophy,  form  a  veritable  storehouse  of 
truth. 

If  we  are  searching  for  spiritual 
treasures,  there  is  no  better  place  to  seek 
them  than  in  our  Mormon  books.  But 
we,  generally,  perhaps  because  of  our 
proximity,  have  failed  to  appreciate  their 
worth.  There  are  many  people  living  in 
London  who  have  never  seen  the  Tower, 
nor  visited  Westminster  Abbey.  We 
often  need  perspective  to  help  us  evaluate 
things.  Many  of  our  youth  are  unfamiliar 
with  the  lives  and  labours  of  our  stal- 
wart leaders  of  the  long  ago ;  many  young 
people  of  to-day  could  not  name,  or  per- 


haps even  recognize  the  portraits  of,  most 
ot  the  great  men  of  a  few  aecades  past ; 
many  have  not  so  much  as  heard  of  some 
oi  our  valuable  eariy  iilerature — those 
priceless  booklets,  winch,  hall  a  century 
ago,  were  used  so  commonly  in  teaching 
the  principles  of  our  Gospel,  i /tg,  i^a/i/i- 
Promoting  Series.  ihese  extraordinary 
books   are   almost   forgotten. 

We  have  not  yet  produced  either  a 
Milton  or  a  Shakespeare,  but  the  early 
writers,  both  men  and  women,  liavc 
recorded  the  luminous  history  of  our 
people  m  simple,  du-ect,  unornamented 
language.  In  straightiorward  fashion 

they  have  told  the  events  of  a  vital,  a 
fascinating,  a  most  dramatic  story,  io- 
day  the  simple,  matter-of-fact  words  of 
our  early  authors  must  be  recognized  for 
their  exalted  morality  and  zeai.  Iheir 
language  is  more  rugged  than  elegant, 
more  sincere  than  graceful.  Iheir  brevity 
exceeds  their  brilliance.  They  practiced 
no  art.  What  they  wrote,  they  wrote  in 
the  language  of  their  time.  They  had 
no  thought  of  fashion  or  style  in  author- 
ship. They  had  no  literary  ambition. 
Neither  fame  nor  fortune  lured  them  on. 
In  enforcing  a  truth  they  .  used  severity 
rather  than  brilliance.  In  "reading  their 
words  one  may  fail  to  see  beyond  the  plain 
expressions  the  glow  and  glory  of  an 
awe-inspiring  reality. 

Of  course,  there  were  some  among 
early  writers  who  were  highly  educated 
and  gifted,  but  all  were  filled  with  a 
divine  and  righteous  fire.  All  wrote  as 
they  thought. 

It  is  a  pity  if  public  taste  has  become 
pampered,  and  must  be  so  fed  on 
exaggerated,  imaginative,  and  highly 
flavoured  food  as  to  reject  the  homely 
fare  of  the  writer  who  relates  an  intense 
story  in  his  own  simple  way.  Here  is  an 
excerpt  from  the  Journal  of  Heher  C 
Kimhall,  describing  a  scene  in  the  dark 
days  before  the  martyrdom  of  the 
Prophet : 

On   the   30th   day   of   October,    1838, 

we  discovered  several  thousands  of  the 
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mob  coming  to  Far  West  under  the 
pretense  of  being  Government  troops. 
They  passed  through  our  corn  and 
wheat  fields,  making  a  complete  desola- 
tion of  everything  in  their  way.  The 
word  came  that  Joseph  Smith  and 
several  others  were  to  be  given  up, 
otherwise  the  mob  would  massacre 
every  man,  woman,  and  child.  In  order 
to  prevent  the  execution  of  this  threat, 
Joseph  gave  himself  up. 
A  simple  statement,  calm,  laconic!  But 
how  eloquent  in  its  brevity.  What  a 

tragedy  is  embodied  in  those  brief 
sentences. 

If  we  become  imbued  with  the  spirit  of 
these  valiant  souls  who  inscribed  a  life- 
time of  effort  and  pathos  in  ordinary,  un- 
emotional phraseology,  we  shall  be  able 
to  visualize  in  rare  and  radiant  colours 
the  dramatic  actions,  intense  hopes,  and 
heart-breaking  frustrations  gleaming 
through  the  written  words.  The  older 
books  among  Mormon  literature  are 
oriceless.  For  inspiration  and  informa- 
tion thev  should  be  in  the  hands,  in  the 
memorv,  and  in  the  heart  of  every  Latter- 
day  Saint.  These  wonderful  stories  can 
become  a  strength  in  weakness,  a  guide 
to    our    understandinp".  Only   let   our 

vounp-  Deonle  read  of  the  sorrows,  the 
'^trup'gles.  the  endurnnce,  and  the  mae"ni- 
ficent  faith  of  their  forefathers,  and  they 
cpnnot  hcli>  beinp-  built  ud  in  the  faith. 

Would  vou  have  vour  children  gain  an 
invincible  and  fervent  testimony  of  the 
divine  mission  of  the  Prophet  Joseph 
Smith?  Let     them     read     his     auto- 

hiographv.  Let   them   learn    and   sing 

that  inspirinp-  song,  "  Joseph  Smith's 
First  Prnver."  Would  you  establish  an 
nndvinp-  faith  in  vour  sons  and  daughters? 
Have  them  read  the  Faifh-Promotinp- 
Spries :  "Leaves  from  Mv  Journal," 
"  The  Life  of  Neohi,"  "  Lydia  Knight's 
History,"  "A  String  of  Pearls,"  "Help- 
ful Visions,"  "  Mv  First  Mission,"  and 
SO'  on,   through  the  entire  list. 

Would  vou  have  vour  young  men  and 
women  oreoared  to  battle  with  the  keen, 
antagonistic  minds  which  they  will  meet 
in  the  mission  field?  Have  them  read 
Mr.  Diirnnf  of  Snlf  Lnhe  City,  bv  Ben  E. 
Rich,  and  the  accounts  of  the  sudden  and 


blessed  inspiration  that  came  to  George 
Q.  Cannon  and  Jedediah  M.  Grant  and 
hosts  of  others  in  their  hours  of  need. 
Would  you  increase  their  knowledge  of 
the  faith  and  fortitude  which  sustained 
our  pioneers?  Have  them  read  the 
History,  of  Utah,  by  Orson  F.  Whitney. 
Would  you  have  them  quicken  and  thrill 
with  the  desire  to  accomplish  noble  deeds? 
Have  them  read  the  biographies  of  our 
great  men  and  women.  Would  you  have 
them  become  loyal  successors  to  their 
sturdy  ancestors?  Have  them  read  our 
Mormon  literature. 

For  stirring,  powerful,  fascinating 
narrative  it  is  unequalled.  If  you  want 
to  make  of  our  present  generation  of 
boys  and  girls  the  leaders  of  to-morrow, 
worthy  of  their  heritage,  acquaint  them 
with  our  history.  There  Is  no  way  to 
establish  virtue,  honesty,  faith,  and  en- 
thusiasm in  our  youth  so  powerful  as  the 
teaching  of  these  themes.  The  visions 
and  ideals  of  these  heroic  men  and 
women  should  become  the  reality  of  their 
offspring.  Let  our  youth,  through  their 
study,  learn  that  the  strength  of  the  earlv 
members  of  our  Church  was  gained 
through  suffering  and  sacrifice ;  that 
their  mastery  over  self  was  the  result  of 
high  thinking ;  that  their  serenity  and 
Dower  to  endure  trial  and  sorrow  came 
through  faith  and  steadfast  prayer. 

Do  we  devote  enough  time  to  the  teach- 
ing of  our  Inspiring  hvmns,  and  of  the 
circumstances  under  which  they  were 
written?  They  all  have  a  history.  Do 
vou  know  that  President  Charles  W. 
Penrose  wrote  "  Oh.  Ye  Mountains 
High  "  before  he  had  ever  been  In 
America?  That   he  wrote   It   after  he 

had  been  called  bv  President  Young  to 
remain  in  England  for  a  year  after  he 
was  prepared — and  longing  to  come  to 
Utah?  In  spite  of  his  disappointment, 
lie  st'll  maintained  his  spirit  of  valour 
•ind  obedience,  and  wrote  of  the  Zion  of 
his  dreams  and  ideals.  '  Do  you  know 
the  words  of  this  lovelv  hymn?  Do  you 
teach  them  to  your  children  and  sing  the 
hN-mn  with  them?  Have  you  taught  your 
children  the  circumstances  under  which 
"  Come,  Come,  Ye  Saints  "  was  written? 
(Continued  page  42.) 
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Spiritual  Inventory 

By   Elder  Robert  S.   Kirkham. 


ND     J     saw     tht' 
dead,   small  anc  j 
great,        stand        befort 
God ;     and     the     book 
were    opened :    and    an 
other  book  was  opened 
which    is    the    book    o.  ] 
life:  and  the  dead  were' 
judged     out     of     those 
things  which  were  written  in  the  books, 
according  to  their  works. 

"  And  the  sea  gave  up  the  dead  which 
were  in  it ;  and  death  and  hell  delivered 
up  the  dead  which  were  in  them  ;  and  they 
were  judged  every  man  according  to  their 
works. 

"  And  death  and  hell  were  cast  into 
the  lake  of  fire.    This  is  the  second  death. 

"  And  whosoever  was  not  found 
written  in  the  book  of  life  was  cast  into 
the  lake  of  fire. — Revelations  20    :  12-15. 

I  am  of  a  mind  to  believe  that  the 
"  book  of  life  "  spoken  of  in  the  scrip- 
tures is  a  book  commonly  known  to  most 
of  us  as  the  ledger,  which  is  the  principal 
book  of  accounts.  This  book  contains 
a  complete  record  of  our  Father's  earthly 
dealings  with  His  children  and  the 
effectual  results  of  us  to  them.  It  con- 
sists of  a  number  of  accounts,  each 
account  being  a  record  of  the  transactions 
which  affect  the  person  or  thing  named  at 
the  head. 

When  the  angel  Gabriel  sounds  his 
trump,  and  the  final  day  of  judgment  is 
upon  us,  this  ledger  or  "  book  of  life  " 
will  be  opened  and  out  of  this  book  we 
will  be  judged  according  to  our  works. 

The  world  has  almost  forgotten  that, 
Jehovah,  our  Lord  and  Saviour,  Jesus 
Christ,  is  God.  "  Know  that  Jehovah 
is  God.  He  it  is  that  made  us,  and  we 
are  His;  His  people  and  the  sheep  of  His 
pasture"   (Ps.    100    :   3).  "He  made 

Israel  of  old  to  be  a  people  for  Himself  " 
(Deut.  32  :  6,  15).  He  gathered,  and 
is  still  gathering  His  saints,  and  He  owns 
them  as  His  people.  He  is  God.  He 
is  also  the  Redeemer,  and  besides  Him 
there  is  no  Saviour. 


It  has  been  usual  to  refer  to  the 
Father  of  our  Lord  as  the  Creator,  and 
this  is  true  in  the  sense  that  He  is  the 
originator  of  the  plan.  But  the  worlds 
were  created  through  the  Son.  He  was 
the  great  Architect,  the  Executive  of  the 
Great  Council  in  Heaven,  through  whom 
the  plan  of  creation  was  made  a  reality, 
as  well  as  the  plan  of  redemption.  All 
things  are   His.  Having  accomplished 

the  work  He  was  commissioned  to  do.  He 
will  render  a  full  accounting  to  God,  His 
Father  and  our  Father.  Thus  we  will  be 
judged  out  of  the  "  book  of  life  "  accord- 
ing to  our  works  on  that  great  day  of 
reckoning,  the  judgment  day,  when  the 
Lord  takes  a  spiritual  inventory  of  His 
world  and  the  inhabiters  thereof. 

At  this  time  of  the  year  it  is  customary 
for  all  business  houses  to  take  inventory 
of  their  stocks  or  assets,  liabilities  and 
capital  to  see  what  position  they  have 
attained  in  their  search  for  wealth  which 
is  their  ultimate  aim. 

Do  you  not  deem  it  wise,  at  this  period 
of  the  year,  to  stop  and  take  a  Spiritual 
Inventory  of  yourselves?  Would  that 

God  would  allow  us  to  survey  or  in- 
ventory ourselves  spiritually  and  find  our 
position. 

Are  we  filling  the  measure  of  our 
creation  ? 

How  far  have  you  advanced  in  the  plan 
of  salvation  given  us  by  God? 

What  is  our  aim  in  life?  We  read  in 
Titus  1  :  2,  "  In  hope  of  eternal  life, 
which  God,  that  cannot  lie,  promised  be- 
fore the  world  began,"  and  this  is 
realized  through  a  process  of  gradual 
development  by  obedience  to  the  Gospel  of 
Jesus  Christ,  which  is  a  philosophy  of 
eternalism.  To  work  out  one's  salva- 
tion is  not  to  sit  idlv  by  dreaming  and 
yearnilig  for  God  to  miraculously  thrust 
bounteous  blessings  in  our  laps,  but  as 
the  Apostle  Paul  tells  us  in  Philipians 
2  :  12-15,  "  Work  out  your  own  salva- 
tion with  fear  and  trembling.  For  it  is 
God  which  worketh  in  you  both  to  will 
(Continued  page  40.) 
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Revolutionary  Concession 


By  Grace  Zenor  Pratt. 


OSE      ANTONIO      MARTINEZ 

doffed  his  hat  as  he  entered  tTie 
cuartel.  Fat  and  sleekly  arrogant,   he 

already  knew  the  very  words  to  speak. 
He  prided  himself  on  knowing  this  rebel 
chieftain  and  how  best  to  approach  him. 
And  he  was  not  afraid.     Never! 

General  Francisco  Villa,  heavy, 
swarthy-browed,  sat  talking  with  two 
lieutenants.  Unconcernedly,  he  noted  the 
entrance  of  Jose  Antonio  Martinez, 
ignored  him,  and  continued  to  discuss 
weightier  details. 

Outside  the  barred  window,  dust 
swirled  along  the  narrow,  crowded  street 
— crowded  by  thousands  of  troops  in 
drab  and  nondescript   uniform.  There 

was  the  distant  tramp  of  many  feet,  the 
more  distant  tread  of  a  sentry  just  out- 
side the  door.  The  air  was  pungent  with 
the  odour  of  wood  fires,  camp  fires. 

Beneath  the  huge  sombrero,  Jose 
Martinez  rubbed  his  heavy  hands  together 
expectantly  and  shrugged  one  fat  shoul- 
der. He  knew  what  he  must  say.  Still, 
as  the  minutes  lengthened  and  he  stood 
unnoticed  by  the  door,  he  felt  both  his 
assurance  and  his  memory  slipping.  A 
feeling  akin  to  fear  arose.  But  he  was 
not  afraid. 

"  Que  quiere?  " 

The  voice  of  Pancho  Villa  was  like  a 
pistol  shot  in  the  quiet  room.  Jose 
Martinez  started  abruptly.  His  face  lost 
its  air  of  smugness.  He  hesitated,  licked 
his  thick  lips,  stammered.  All  his  brave 
sentences  were  forgotten.  Presently  he 
shifted  his  position,  gathered  himself  by 
an  effort  and  spoke  quickly,  bluntly,  and 
to  the  point. 

"  I  seek  the  concession  to  supply  the 
army  with  fresh  beef,  Senor  General. 
There  are  others — " 

"  Si,  there  are  others,  amigo,"  Villa's 
dark  glance  rested  searchingly  upon  his 
visitor. 

"  Si,  mi  General,  It  is  of  those  others 
I  would  speak."  Some  of  Jose's  com- 
posure had  returned.  Now  was  his 
great    moment.        His    black    eyes    were 


eager.  A  butcher  who  supplied  the  rebel 
army  with  its  meat.  Later  he  might  live 
like  a  king!     Quien  sabe. 

I  have  one  little  word  to  say,  Senor 
General."  Jose  moved  nearer,  con- 
fidentially. He  lowered  his  voice,  his 
manner  wary  yet  eager.  He  could  not 
conceal  that  eagerness.  If  he  could  but 
get  that  Miguel  and  Juan  out  of  the  way ! 
Now  was  his  opportunity. 

Speak,"  Villa  commanded  curtly, 
motioning  his  aides  from  the  room. 
"  Speak." 

"  There  are  others  who  seek  this  con- 
cession who  are  your  enemies,  Senor.  In 
Cases  Grandes."  There  was  a  hint  of 
triumph  in  Jose's  thick  voice. 

"  Their  names?  "  Villa  demanded 
quickly. 

Among  the  whispered  names  were  those 
of  the  now  doomed  Miguel  and  Juan. 

It  was  too  easy.  Under  the  sombrero, 
Jose  rubbed  his  fat  hands  together  slyly. 
"  There  are  still  others,"  he  began. 

A  curt  dismissal — no  praise — no  pro- 
mise— those  fierce  eyes  were  inscrutable. 
A  feeling  of  uneasiness  went  with  Jose 
Martinez  from  the  little  room  and  accom- 
panied him  across  the  dirty  street. 

In  his  own  carneceria,  however,  that 
afternoon,  much  of  Jose's  arrogance  and 
good-humour  returned.  Doling  out  bits 
of  fresh  beef,  he  reassured  himself  that 
his  request  of  Villa  would  be  granted. 
En  la  manana,  possible. 

He  was  still  busy  when  at  dusk  they 
came  for  him.  He  met  them,  a  big  knife 
in  his  hand,  smiling,  four  soldiers.  They 
were  smiling,  too.  Ah,  yes,  he  was 
ready.  The     concession — but     where? 

That  was  a  question. 

A  mounted  escort  waited  outside.  Jose 
Martinez  must  walk  ahead.  Porque?  It 
was  sultry  and  late  and  Jose  was  heavy 
on  his  feet.  They  passed  the  cuartel 
and  did  not  stop ;  passed  the  small  shops 
and  the  cantiiias,  the  adobe  houses  and 
straggling  huts ;  followed  the  sandy, 
curving  road  towards  the  Campo  Santo. 
(Continued  following  page.X 
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Madre  de  Dios !     One  never  knows — 

Jose's  breath  came  in  short  g^asps.  In 
spite  of  the  heat  a  chill  crept  up  his  spine. 
He  shivered  as  with  cold,  foreboding  ! 

There  were  others  there,  waiting 
among  the  broken  tombs  beside  a  newly - 
dug  trench.  Their  faces  were  ghastly  in 
the  late  twilight. 

Just  outside  the  wire  enclosure,  Fran- 
cisco Villa  sat  on  his  great  horse,  facing 
them.  He  was  silent  too,  grim  as 
vengeance,  inevitable  as  justice. 

The  firing  squad  took  aim.  It  was  in 
that  last  brief  moment  before  eternity  that 
Jose  Antonio  Martinez  knew  why  he  must 
die.  Pancho   Villa   never   trusted   any 

man  who  had  betrayed  another. 

(By  permission  of  Author.) 


Spiritual    Inventory. — CouMmud    from    page 

and  to  do  of  His  good  pleasures.  Do 
all  things  without  murmurings  and  dis- 
putings  :  That  ye  may  be  blameless  and 
harmless,  the  sons  of  God,  without  re- 
buke, in  the  midst  of  crooked  and  per- 
verse nations,  among  whom  ye  shine  as 
lights  of  the  world." 

The  Glory  of  God  is  Intelligence,  and 
the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith  said,  "  Man 
cannot  be  saved  in  ignorance,"  but  in 
ignorance  of  what?  He  said  that  man 
cannot  be  saved  in  ignorance  of  the  sav- 
ing principles  of  the  Gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ.  What  are  these  saving  prin- 
ciples? Paul  and  Silas  spoke  of  them  in 
answer  to  the  jailor's  question:  "  Sirs, 
what  must  I  do  to  be  saved?  Paul  and 
Silas  answered  and  said,  "  Believe  on  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  thou  shalt  be 
saved,  and  thy  house,"  and  the  same 
hour  of  that  night  he  and  all  his  were 
baptized.  Paul  told  him  that  faith  was 
the  first  principle,  this  was  followed  by 
repentence,  repentence  by  baptism  and 
the  laying  on  of  hands  for  the  Gift  of  the 
Holy  Ghost.  Intelligence  is  the  light  of 
truth,  and  we  are  informed  that  he  who 
has  intelligence  or  the  light  of  truth  will 
forsake  that  evil  one,  worship  God  and 
repent  of  his  sins  ;  he  will  seek  to  know 
the  will  of  God  and  follow  it. 

The  injunction  placed  upon  those  who 
accept  the  faith  of  the  Gospel  is  that  thc\ 
add  to  their  faith,   virtue;   and  to  virtue 


knowledge;  and  to  knowledge,  temper- 
ance ;  and  to  temperance,  patience ;  and 
to  patience,  godliness;  and  to  godliness, 
brotherly  kindness ;  and  to  brotherly 
kindness,  CHARITY. 

Jesus  said,  "If  any  man  will  come  after 
me,  let  him  den\'  himself  and  take  up  his 
cross  and  follow  me."  This  is  the  way, 
the  truth,  the  light  and  life  of  the  world. 
Obedience  to  the  laws  and  principles  of 
the  Gospel,  love  of  our  fellow  men,  and 
the  knowledge  and  intelligence  of  the 
saving  principles  of  the  Gospel,  are  the 
principles  upon  which  we  build  ourselves 
spiritually,  and  upon  which  we  hope  for 
life  eternal. 

May  we  all  take  a  spiritual  inventory 
of  ourselves,  ever  keeping  in  mind  the 
spiritual  attributes  of  those  that  love  the 
Lord  and  are  written  in  the  "  book  of 
life,"  that  when  we  go  before  the  judg- 
ment seat  of  God  we  may  be  crowned 
with  blessings  of  Eternal  Glorv. 


NEW  ARRIVALS  AND 
ASSIGNMENTS. 

Elders  Richard  G.  Sharp  and  Harold 
S.  Barnes  arrived  at  Cape  Town,  Febru- 
ary 15th,  on  the  Charles  H.  Cramp. 
These  brethren  came  direct  from  New 
York  City  and  spent  twenty-six  days  on 
the  water.  They  have  been  assigned  to 
labour  in  the  Transvaal   District. 

The  Africa  Maru  which  came  from  Rio 
(le  Janeiro  on  the  21st  of  February 
brought  the  five  following  missionaries : 
Elder  Richard  A.  Seare,  from  Salt  Lake 
City,  and  Elder  Carlyle  B.  Eyre,  from 
Cowley,  Wyoming.  These  two  have 
been  assigned  to  labour  in  the  Transvaal 
District.  Also  on  the  Africa  Maru  were 
Elders  Terrell  R.  Woodmansee,  of  Rex- 
burg,  Idaho,  and  Francis  G.  Tate,  of 
Sandy,  Utah,  who  have  been  assigned  to 
labour  in  the  Eastern  Province  District. 
The  fifth  member  of  this  quintet  is  Elder 
William  W.  Heal,  of  Provo,  Utah.  He 
has  been  assigned  to  labour  in  the  Cape 
District. 

Elder  Richard  F.  Thorley,  who  has 
laboured  in  the  Cape  District  for  the  past 
ten  months,  has  been  transferred  to  the 
Eastern  Province  District. 
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EDITORIAL 


The  Easter  Message 


By  Joseph  F.   Merrill. 


/qXXE  is  not  here:  for  he  is  risen."  In 
«-*'•*-'  these  simple  words  was  yivon  the 
most  important  message  recorded  in  our 
language.  To  the  iact  expressed  by  it  is 
due  the  New  Testament  and  much  other 
literature  in  the  Christian  nations.  Also 
upon  this  fact  is  ba.sed  Christianity  as  it 
developed  after  the  death  of  Jesus  and  con- 
tinued in  one  form  or  another  during  all  the 
ages  of  the  last  nineteen  hundred  years. 
Except  for  this  fact  there  would  have  arisen 
no    Christian    religion.  The    modern    world 

would  have  heard  nothing  of  Jesu«  of 
Nazareth,  for  no  writers  would  have 
recorded  the   story   of  His   marvellous  works. 

The  Jewish  people  had  long  been  looking 
for  a  king,  for  an  inspii-ed  'leader  under 
whose  rule  they  woidd  be  able  to  throw  off 
the  Roman  yoke  and  become  again  estab- 
lished as  a  strong,  independent  nation.  At 
first,  some  of  them  had  hopes  that  the  Babe 
of  B'ethlehem  was  thiis  new-born  king.  They 
later  became  disillusioned.  But  Christ's 
followers  regarded  Him  as  being  something 
more  than  an  earthly  king.  He  could  con- 
trol the  powers  of  heaven  and  was  therefore 
more  powerful  than  any  Roman  king  or 
potentate.  So  it  is  difficult  to  imagine  the 
dei^th  of  their  disappointment  and  dismay 
when  they  beheld  Him  dying  in  agonized 
groans  u^wn  the  cross.  They  seemed  at  the 
moment  to  feel  that  their  hopes  were  vain 
and  that  all  was  lost.  Downcast  and  dejected 
they  were  ready  to  disperse  and  return  to 
their   fishing  and   other   vocations. 

Why  did  the  apostles  and  others  not  do 
this  P  They  certainly  had  not  fully  under- 
stood some  things  Jesus  had  said  to  them, 
lor  they  were  wholly  unprepared  for  the 
.scenes  they  had  just  witnessed  and  the 
seeming    iogic;il    implications   of   them.  Jt 

has  even  been  suggested  that  Judas  betrayed 
his  Master  only  because  he  believed  that 
the  officers  could  bring  no  harm  to  Jesus — -a 
thing  Judas  Avas  anxious  to  prove.  (This  is 
an  extremely  charitable  view  of  Judas' 
treachery.)  But  now  the  Master  was  dead — 
died  an  ignominous  death  at  the  hands  of 
His  exultant  enemies.  Why  did  not  the  dis- 
couraged apostles  give  up  and  return  to  their 
iishing  ? 

It  Avas  because  there  soon  came  the  joyous 
message:   "  He  is  risen."     He  had  triumphed 


over  death!  After  all,  He  was  Lord  of  life, 
and  death  had  been  defeated.  Of  this 
glorious  fact  these  disconsolate  followers 
.soon  became  convinced,  for  they  beheld  the 
risen  Lord,  talked  with  Kim  and  received 
other  absolutely  convincing  evidences  that  the 
personage  they  beheld  was  in  very  deed  the 
resurrected  Je.sus.  Doubt  fled;   knowledge 

and  certainty  reigned.  The  fearful  followers 
were  transformed  into  prosel.vters  as  bold  as 
lions.  They  were  ready  to  go  through  fire 
and  face  death  in  any  form  to  bear  witness 
of  the  imperishable  truth  that  Christ  had 
risen  from  the  dead,  ascended  to  heaven  and 
continued  as  their  living  Lord. 

And  this  great  truth,  some  (scholars  and 
thiidceis  declare,  is  one  of  the  best  attested 
in  all  history.  The  evidence  supporting  it 
is  overwhelming.  Unexplainable  as  is  the 
resurrection  by  any  human  mind,  yet  indis- 
putable human  testimony  declares  it  to  be  a 
fact.  Yes,  "  He  is  risen."  Otherwise  there 
would  be  no  New  Testament,  no  Christianity. 
Hence  the  message  is  the  most  impt)rtant 
ever  written. 

While  we  do  not  know  the  day  nor  the 
month  on  and  in  which  this  all-important 
event  took  place,  Latter-tlay  Saints  can  unite 
with  all  the  rest  of  the  Christian  world  in 
lelebrating  Christ's  resurrection  on  Easter 
Sunday.  Of  course,  tliiw  Sunday  has  no  fixed 
date.  But  that  does  not  nuitter.  It  is  the 
<'vent  and  not  its  date  that  does  matter.  We 
do  not  know  the  exact  date  that  the  ancient 
Apostles,  Pet-er,  James  and  John,  came  to 
Joseph  Smith  and  Oliver  Cowdery  in  the 
early  summer  of  1829,  and  by  laying  their 
hands  upon  the  heads  of  these  brethren 
ordained  them  to  the  Melchisedek  Priesthood. 
But  in  this  case,  ais  in  the  other,  the  im- 
portant thing  is  that  the  event  did  occur. 
its  exact  date  would  be  interesting,  but  is 
not    necessary. 

Upon  the  resurrection  of  the  Master  and 
His  coming  to  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith  our 
faith  is  founded.  And  our  faith  is  sure,  for 
the  foundation  is  certain  and  secure.  Let 
us  rejoice  in  these  facts  and  boldly,  though 
humbly,  declare  these  truths  to  our  fellow- 
men  tiiat  they,  too.  may  be  led  into  the  path 
that  ends  in  the  kingdom  of  the  resurrected 
Saviour — Joseph  F.   Merrill. 
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Things  to  be  found  in   Moi'mon   Literature. — 

Coiitimied  from  page  ST. 

Of  how  President  \'oung  called  William 
Clayton  to  write  a  song  that  would  cheer 
the  discouraged  Saints  and  give  them 
strength  and  courage  to  continue  their 
weary  way?  And  how,  through  the  in- 
spiration of  that  song,  they  did  go  on? 
Have  you  ever  sat  around  a  real  or  an 
miaginar\-  c;impHre  and  dramatized  the 
story  and  the  sung?  Try  it.  It  will 
awaken  in  your  children  an  appreciation 
of  the  aftlictions  and  bravery  of  our 
people  which  they  perliaps  have  never 
realized  before. 

For  Mormon  fiction  there  are  short 
stories  and  longer  stories  to  be  found 
for  those  who  desire  that  type  of  reading. 
Our  Church  magazines,  both  old  and  new, 
are  full  of  good  material.  It  is  a  joy  to 
find  an  old  volume  of  the  Juvenile  Instruc- 
tor, the  Contrihxition,  or  the  Woman's 
Exponent.  They  all  contain  a  wealth  of 
excellent  reading  matter,  as  do  also  our 
current  publications. 

For  beauty  and  philosophy  expressed 
with  charm  and  grace  we  have  poetry 
from  the  pens  of  our  gifted  writers. 
Sarah  E.  Carmichael,  one  of  our  earliest 
and  greatest  poets,  wrote  many  exquisite 
things.  In  her  tribute  to  President 
Brigham  Young,  written  in  the  old  Salt 
Lake  Bowery,  August  8,  1857,  is  this 
stanza : — 

We  do  not  call  thee  Chieftain, 
Thy  cheek  would  flush  to  hear 

Earth's  titles  woven  with  thy  name, 
And  whispered  in  thine  ear. 

As  well  presume  to  gild  the  sun. 
Or  paint  earth's  brightest  flowers; 

We  only  call  thee  Brigham  Young, 
We  only  call  thee  ours. 

And  from  Orson  F.  Whitney's  "Elias," 
the  only  epic  poem  in  our  literature,  we 
find  this  : — 

Truth   taught   me   more, — but   bade   me 
silent  be, 

And     I     had     teachers    else, — toil    and 
prayer,   and  pain, 

W'th     days     and     nights     of     misery's 
martyrdom, 

Alone  and  torn  In  Grief's  Gethsemane  ; 

Till  storm  above  and  earthquake  under- 
neath, 


Shook    down    thought's    prison    house, 

broke  bolt  and  bar. 
And  Agony  set    Inspiration    free. 

It  is  a  temptation  to  quote  more  from 
these  writers.  There  are  so  many  thai 
are  worthy  of  consideration  and  intensive 
study.  President  John  Taylor  wrote  that 
inspiring  hymn,  "  The  Seer,  The  Seer, 
Joseph,  The  Seer."  And  we  love  the 
hymns  of  Parley  P'.  Pratt,  W.  W.  Phelps, 
and  many  others,  too  numerous  to  men- 
tion. In  one  of  Eliza  R.  Snow's  most- 
loved  hymns,  "  Oh,  My  Father,"  we 
have  a  revealing  bit  of  Mormon  philoso- 
phy. A  part  of  one  stanza  bears  this 
message  : 

In  the  heavens  are  parents  single? 
No !  The  thought  makes  reason  stare. 
Truth  is  reason.  Truth  eternal 
Tells   me   I've   a   Mother   there. 

If  you  are  fortunate  enough  to  have  a 
copy  of  the  Jour)ial  of  Discourses,  read 
to  your  children,  and  encourage  them  to 
read  for  themselves  the  wise  and  good 
counsel  of  President  Brigham  Young. 
He  said:  "  Do  not  get  so  angry  that  you 
cannot  pray.  Do  not  allow  yourselves 
to  become  so  angry  that  you  cannot  feed 
an  enemy."  And  again:  "  No  man  can 
be  exalted  unless  he  be  independent." 
And  then  again,  he  said  this:  "  Persecu- 
tion and  hatred  by  those  who  love  not  the 
truth  are  a  legacy  bequeathed  by  the 
Saviour  to  all  His  followers;  for  He  said 
they  should  be  hated  of  all  men  for  His 
name's  sake.  If  we  had  ceased  to  be 
persecuted  and  hated  we  might  fear;  but 
the  prospect  is  encouraging." 

Our  literature  is  an  honest  saga  of 
Mormondom.  It  is  important,  it  is  vital, 
that  we  should  know  and  appreciate  it. 

We  are  still  awaiting  the  magic  pen  of 
some  inspired  genius  to  write  the 
history  of  our  people  in  such  a  way  as  to 
attract  the  attention  of  the  world ;  a 
brilliant,  vivid,  honest,  alluring  descrip- 
tion that  will  startle  and  arouse  the 
greatest  minds  on  earth. 

And  for  our  youth — let  us  encourage 
them  to  read  our  literature.  Let  us 
make  it  possible  for  them  to  have  access 
(Continued  page  46.) 
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Just  a  Thought. 

"  If  all  members  of  the  Church  were  just  like  me — what  kind  of  a  Church  would  there  be?" 


CAPE. 
Elder  King  S.   Udail,   District   President. 

Ouce  again  I  have  taken  up  my  pen  in  an 
effort  to  recall  and  tell  to  you  good  people 
the  highlights  of  the  past  month.  Three 
important  events  happened  last  week  which 
are  still  very  fresh  in  our  memories. 

The  first  of  these  was  the  Cape  District 
Quarterly  Conference,  held  last  Sunday, 
I'ebruary    11th.  All   three    meetings   were 

well  attended.  Sister  Folland,  Elder  Hansen, 
Elder  Wiscomb  and  Branch  President  Thomas 
Wilson  spoke  in  the  morning  meeting.  Elder 
Dana  and  President  Richard  Folland  were  the 
speakers  in  the  evening  session,  and  I  am 
certain  that  the  capacity  crowd  felt  very 
much  repaid  for  being  present  at  this  in- 
spiring meeting.  Wilford  Combrink  and 
the  Cumorah  chorus  rendered  beautiful  musi- 
cal  selections. 

The  theme  of  the  conference  \\as,  "  Why 
Auxiliaries,"  and  following  directly  along 
that  theme  we  come  to  the  second  important 
event  of  which  I  have  spoken  ;  this  being  a 
social  held  Tuesday  evening,  February  13th, 
inaugurating  the  commencement  of  the 
auxiliaries  for  the  season  of  1940.  An  ex- 
ceptionally large  crowd  gathered  in  Cumorah's 
recreation   hall   for  the  occasion.  If  those 

who  attended  this  social,  indicated  by  their 
presence  that  they  intend  to  attend  the 
various  organizations,  let  me  say  right  now 
ihat  the  Mowbray  Branch  is  going  to  enjoy 
:i    very    successful    season   this    year.  The 

social  began  with  introducing  the  names  of 
the  officers  of  the  organizations.  A  splen- 
did programme  Avas  rendered  after  which 
everyone  participated  in  games  and  dancing. 
Ta.sty   refreshments   were  also  enjoyed. 

Last  but  not  least,  on  Thursday  morning, 
we  experienced  the  surprise  of  surprises.  Jt 
seems  that  some  nature  of  business  had 
token  everyone  from  Cnmorah  during  the 
morning  hours.  When  they  returned  they 

found  two  bright,  new,  shiny  faces,  in  the 
persons  of  Elders  Richard  Sharp  and  Harold 
Barnes    waiting   to    greet    them.  We    are 

sorrv  we  could  not  have  given  them  a  bett<'r 


reception  into  the  land  of  sunshine  and 
flowers.  (Of  course  it  rained  last  night,  but 
let's  hope  the  new  Elders  were  sleeping.) 
They  inform  us  that  five  more  Elders  are  on 
their  way.  Even  war  cannot  dampen  the 
zeal  of  the  Mormon  missionaries.  We  take 
this  opportunity  of  wishing  Elders  Sharp  and 
Barnes  much  joy,  success  and  happiness  while 
they  are  thus  engaged  in  the  Lord's  work. 

I  closed  my  baseball  comments  in  last 
month's  issue  by  saying,  "  It  is  quite  evident 
that  the  team  will  have  to  show  much  im- 
provement if  it  intends  to  go  through  the 
season  Avith  its  undefeated  record  un- 
blemished." Evidently  that  much -needed 
improvement  did  not  materalize,  for  in  our 
next  game  with  "  Nomads,"  we  had  our  pins 
knocked  completely  from  under  us  and 
went  down  11  to  3.  Although  "  Cumorah  " 
played  their  worst  game,  yet  much  credit  is 
due  "  Nomads  "  who  did  play  very  well. 
However,  since  that  fatal  game,* we  have  won 
two  more  contests,  defeating  :"  Wanderers  " 
14  to  7,  and  "  Municipals  "  6  to  2.  Five 
matches  still  remain  before  the  schedule  is 
complete.  "  Cumorah's  "  chances  of  win- 
ning the  pennant  are  very  bright.  It  would 
be  foolishness  to  lose  it  when  it  is  within  our 
very  grasp.  Incidently,  five  of  "Cumorah's" 
players  have  been  chosen  to  represent  the 
Western  Province  in  a  game  against  a  team 
chosen  from  the  Service  men.  to  be  played 
on  Wednesday,  February  21st. 

During  the  past  month  Elders  Kirkham  and 
Whitaker  spent  four  enjoyable  days  travel- 
ling about  the  District,  holding  meetings  and 
visiting  many  members  and  friends  in  the 
outlying  towns.  They  report  that  they  were 
very  much  impressed  with  the  faith  and  testi- 
monies exhibited  and  expressed  by  those 
people  with  whom  they  contacted.  '  What 
makes  these  findings  more  impressive  is  the 
fact  that  these  good  people  do  not  have  the 
association  with  the  Elders  and  other  mem- 
bers that  we  in  the  larger  districts  have. 
And  the  fact  that  they  remain  true  to  the 
faitli,  tiiat  their  testimonies  grow,  should  be 
a  testimony  to  us.       Witli  conditions  permit- 
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ting,  there  may  come  a  day  when  these 
people,  iu  the  outlying  districts,  may  have 
Elders    continually    iu    their    midtit.  This 

would  be  ideal. 

Sister  Bibb,  of  Parow  Branch,  has  finally 
returned  to  us  from  the  Transvaal  wliere  she 
has  been  spending  a  holiday.  We  trust  she 
had  a  pleasant  time  but  are  happy  to  have 
her  back. 

A  number  of  changes  have  been  made  with 
in  the  District  tliis  jjast  month.  By  request, 
Elder  Kirkham  has  been  relieved  of  his  duties 
as  District  President.  Elder  Udall  has  been 
assigned  to  this  position.  Elders  Kirkham 
iind  Wiscomb  are  labouring  in  Wynberg. 
Elders  Dana  and  Knudsen,  who  were  formerly 
in  Wynberg,  have  been  stationed  at 
Cumorah  and  Gardens  respectively.  Elder 
Knudsen  is  labouring  in  the  Gardens  with 
Elder  Douglass  and  Elder  Thorley,  who  was 
replaced  by  Elder  Knudsen,  had  gone  into 
Cumorah  to  continue  his  duties  and  labours. 

TRANSVAAL. 

Elder  Jay  S.   Broadbent,   District   president. 

Progress — through  united  district  efforts; 
advancement,  spiritually  and  socially — 
through  cottage  meetings ;  illuminating  ser- 
mons, concentrated  tracting  efforts  by  the 
Elders  and  an  individual  desire  among  all  the 
members,  friends  and  investigators  to  im- 
prove themselves,  has  been  a  landmark  to 
show  what  results  can  actually  be  attained 
when  those  New  Year's  resolutions  are  made 
a  living  reality  ! 

"  Let  Us  Shape  Our  Lives  To  Fit  The 
Gospel,  Not  The  Gospel  To  Fit  Our  Lives  " 
was  the  theme  for  the  Quarterly  District 
Conference  held  on  January  28tli  at  Ramah. 
A  fine  spirit  was  manifest  and  all  were  en- 
couraged to  pull  together  in  working  for  a 
new    meeting    ])lace.  The    evening    session 

was  undoubtedlv  the  most  spiritually  illumi- 
nating. "  What  Is  Life,"  the  sermon  given 
by  Brotlicr  J.  G.  Evans,  proved  to  be  very 
interesting  and  instructive.  The  musical 
selections  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ernest  Lane 
and  Mr.  Stone  added  much  to  the  fine  spirit 
of  till'  evening.  A  Baptismal  Service  held 
the  same  day  welromed  the  following  eleven 
souls  into  the  fold:  Zacherias  Joe  Benade, 
Heiidrik  Mathys  Benade,  May  Clare  Ninow, 
Freda  Eliza  tee,  Magdalena"  Aletta  Licina 
du  Preez,  Cicely  Joyce  Pereira,  IVIelvin 
Kenneth  Muir.  Francis  Marion  Thomas 
Donly.  Jr)hannes  Paulus  BYummer,  George 
Peter  Barnwell  McKnight  and  Elizabeth 
Hellon.  We  are  too  happy  to  8ay  more  than 
— Congratulatinns  tind  mav  God  bless  you  all, 
that  you  may  go  forward  henceforth  in  life 
with  a  new  outlook  and  a  determined  efl^ort 
to  fulfil  greater  commandments  with  their 
accompanving  blessings.  Also,   during  the 

month,  three  little  cliildren  were  given  a 
blessing.  They  are :  Marlene  J.  Louw, 
Johannes  Jurie  van  Staden,  and  Laurence 
Allen  Donley. 

Sister  Joyce  Cook,  a  recent  holidayer  to 
Natal,  returned  just  in  time  to  enjoy  a  riot 
of  a  good  fun  .i+  the  opening  social  for 
■Ramah's    M.T.A.    Wow!        WHiat    a    sight    to 


see  "  Sister  "  Clarence  Randall  as  the 
hostess  while  a  certain  "  Sister  "  Wright  was 
simply  ravishing  as  the  "  Belle  of  Helsinki, 
or     Garland."  "  Brother  "     Hilda     Kelly 

along  with  the  delightfully  deckedout 
"  Tex  "  Smith  and  family,  Huberts,  Nickolls, 
Evans — especially  Harvey  who  makes  a 
really  cute  girl — and  numerous  others  helped 
to  add  life  and  colour  to  the  novel  idea  of 
"  Males  come  as  Females  and  Vica  Versa 
Party."  Much  credit  should  be  given  to  the 
M.I. A.  officers  who  were  in  charge. 

However,  dear  readers,  do  not  think  that 
the  Ramah  Bi'anch  is  the  only  branch  that 
is  on  their  toes  because  every  branch  is  just 
humming  with  activities.  Out  in  Springs 
they  held  a  "  Basket  "  evening  which  was  a 
success  in  spite  of  rainy  weather.  A  new 
pulpit  has  recently  been  constructed.  It  is 
very  sturdy  and  even  the  heaviest  of  speakers 
can   lean   with    safety.  Sister  van   Molen- 

dorff  was  recently  installed  as  the  new  Relief 
Society  President  of  the  Springs  Branch.  In 
spite  of  the  fact  that  the  Benoni  Branch 
almost  lost  their  lovely  little  hall,  they  still 
boast  a  steadily  increasing  attendance  to 
their  Sacrament  Meetings  and  tliey  are  able 
to  make  a  profit  on  their  monthly  dances. 

The  Liahona  Branch  held  tlieir  monthly 
dance  on  February  10th,  and  those  attending 
thoroughly  enjoyed  themselves.  On  Sunday, 
February  11th,  Sister  Mary  E.  Vice  was  set 
apart  as  Primary  Mother  f(n-  the  Liahona 
Branch.  Jacob  Schubach  is  back  again 
doing  his  occupational  and  religious  duties 
after  being  on  the  sick  list  for  seven  weeks. 

increased  activity  has  been  the  theme  of 
the  Waterval  Branch  the  past  month.  They 
have  had  as  guest  speakers  Brother  L.  G. 
Muir,  of  the  Lialioua  Branch,  and  Brother 
G.  von  MolendorfF,  of  the  Springs  Branch. 
Brother  and  Sister  Botha  and  Sister  Hester 
Grobbelaar,  of  the  Ramah  Branch,  have  also 
been  welcome  attendants.  It  has  been 
planned  to  have  a  bi-monthly  Cottage  Meet- 
ing at  the  honu^  of  Brother  and  Sister 
Botha  in  Crosby  Township.  We  send  best 
wishes  for  a  speedy  recovery  to  Brother  van 
vStaden  who  is  recovering  from  a  major  leg 
operation  at  the  Discovery  Hospital. 

District  President  J.  S.  Broadben+  spent  a 
jirofitable  Aveek  in  Pretoria  in  becoming 
acquainted  with  members  and  friends  of  that 
branch.  Commencino;  immediately,  services 
in  Pretoria  will  be  held  Sundays  at  10.30 
n.m.  and  7.30  p.m.  at  "  Calder's  Studio  "  in 
Market     Street.  During     the     month     of 

.January  the  Pretoria  Branch  has  also  been 
active.  A  series  of  Cottase  Meetings  were 
hold  in  various  homes.  Tender  thr"  direction 
of  Elder  L.  W.  Beer,  another  Suudov  School 
has  been  started.  It  is  held  in  the  home 
of  Brother  and  Sister  Saunders  who  live  at 
'^96,  Charles  Street.  Brooklvn.  Pretorin. 
I\Tiss  Danline  Dearham  has  helped  the  spirit 
of  the  Sacrament  Meetings  very  much  with 
her  abi'itv  as  an  accompanist  and  we  are 
deeply   indebted   to   her.  The   message  of 

+he  Restored  Gospel  as  depicted  by  the 
"  Fullness  of  Times  Records."  whif^b  have 
lieen   taken    to   the   homes   of  many  Pretoria 
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resideuts,  has  made  tlie  full  purpose  of 
•'  Morinouiism  ''  luoie  uiidersLanauDie  anu 
practical.  Among  tiie  new  addiLions  to  me 
x'reioria  Braucn  aze  xn'otUer  aud  ttister  i'rauk 
fcjauders,  lormerly  ol  tlie  JtJeuuni  i^iauch,  ana 
±}rother  Aiired  i'aletlioipe  ol  .jonaune.souig. 
vVe  weicoine  these  meniDers  into  our  nudso 
and  hope  tneir  stay  wnl  be  eujoyal)le.  ivirs. 
i^'raser,  who  lor  years  has  l)een  a  tnend  ol 
the  (Jliurch  in  i'retoria,  nas  been  coiihued  oo 
lier  bed  with  a  lingering  illness.  We  pray 
that  she  will  soon  be  well  and  active  once 
again. 

VVe  are  very  worry  to  iiave  this  bit  of  news 
to  report  to  the  district  and  mission, 
iirother  (jieorge  Kabie,  of  the  Ramah  li'ranclij 
passed  away  while  on  a  short  holiday  to  lus 
lelatives  in  llustenburg.  Altliough  Brother 
ivable  was  in  his  \)3ril  year  tins  Jiews  came 
as  a  shock  to  us  and  we  extend  our  deepest 
isynipailiy  to  those  lie  has  left  behind.  Brother 
ivable  was  one  of  the  Three  High  Priests  iii 
the  South  African  i\iissioii  and  he  has  ful- 
hlled  his  duties  to  himsell,  his  family  and  his 
God. 

NATAL. 

Elder    Max    W.   Simkins,    District    President. 

After  a  strenuous  but  enjoyable  tight 
huncired  mile  bicycle  trip  to  Johanuetsburg 
and  back  the  Pietermaritzburg  Elders  are 
home  again  and  ready  to  continue  their 
labours  jii  acquainting  the  good  people  of 
Pietermaritzburg  with  the  Restored  Gospel 
of  Christ. 

Elders  Black  and  Larsen  left  the  cozy 
solitude  of  IVlaritzburg  en  route  tor  Johannes- 
burg on  the  morning  of  January  22nd,  well 
knowing  that  such  a  trip  on  bicycles  required 
much  work  aud  possibly  entailed  soma  hard- 
ships ais  the  fciouth  African  sun  in  the  summer 
time  IS  none  to  pleasant  to  be  out  in  all  day. 
They  reached  Johannesburg  on  the  afternoon 
of  January  26th  and  were  very  heartily 
received  although  they  were  not  readily 
recognized  as  they  looked  more  like  two 
American  Indians  than  two  American 
Missionaries.  Their  stay  in  Johannesburg 
was  made  very  pleasant.  They  appreciated 
all  the  kindnesses  that  were  shown  them  by 
the  Saints  and  friends  there,  and  they  en- 
joyed the  spirit  of  the  wonderful  conference 
that  was  held  on  Sunday,  the  28th  of 
January. 

In  Ladysmith,  Elders  Larsen  and  Black 
were  fortunate  in  finding  the  families  of 
Jirother  and  Sister  Lawrence  Kukard,  Brother 
and  Sister  J.  D.  Raath,  Brother  and  Sister 
Arthur  J>oyle,  Brother  and  Sister  Percy 
Doyle  and  B'rother  and  Sister  'Chester 
Kukard  whom  the  Polders  had  not  been  able 
to   contact  for   st)me   time.  Sister   Arthur 

Doyle  was  desirous  that  her  son  Walter  be 
baptized.  The  (u-dinance  was  performed  by 
Elder  Black  on  the  afternoon  of  February 
2nd  in  the  Tugela  River.  A  very  enjoyblc 
meeting  was  held  with  these  people  in  the 
home  of  Brother  Lawrence  Kukard  the  same 
evening  and  Walter  was  confirmed  a  member 
of  the  Church.       At  the  meeting  and  under 


the  hands  of  Elder  Larsen  the  little  daughter 
of  Brother  and  Msier  ijawrence  received  a 
blessing  and  the  name  oi  ivoiine  Jxerle 
Kukard.  We  ask  lor  the  Lord  s  blessings 
to  be  with  these  two  cliildren  and  tneir 
families  that  tJiey  may  continue  to  jjrow  in 
light  and  truth. 

Sister  Elsie  Nielsen  has  returned  after 
spending  a  three  weeks'  holiday  on  the  coast. 
She  reports  having  had  a  very  enjoj'able  time 
and  we  are  happy  to  welcome  her  back  into 
our  midst.  Sister  McLaren  and  her  two 
boys  are  on  a  holiday  tour  of  JNatal.  We 
hope  that  they  have  a  pleasant  time  and 
return   in   safety.  Sister   i'lorence  Smalle 

who  has  been  working  in  Ji,stcourt  and  Sister 
Sidney  Dinkleman  who  has  been  living  in 
Ladysmith  have  both  returned  to  Maritz- 
burg.  We  are  pleased  to  welcome  these  two 
sisters  back  and  we  hope  that  their  stay  will 
be  permanent. 

The  activities  of  the  Durban  Branch  have 
been  somewhat  limited  this  past  month. 
Since  the  JSew  Tear  the  attendance  at  meet- 
ings  has   dropped  somewhat. 

The  Branch  Presidency  are  working  on  a 
social  and  dance  to  be  held  on  February  23rd 
at  the  Buchanan  Buildings.  This  social  is 
to  stimulate  interest  among  the  old  and 
young  people,  and  to  start  a  Mutual  Improve- 
ment Association.  The  programme  is  out- 
lined with  music,  dancing,  games  and  re- 
freshments. The  Branch  Presidency  feel 
that  the  only  way  to  grow  and  develop  is 
through  more  branch  activity.  Members  are 
urged  to  take  part  in  the  activities  that  are 
sponsored  for  their  benefit. 

On  February  oth  a  special  priesthood 
meeting  was  held.  The  main  discussion 
was  on  how  we,  the  priesthood,  can  make 
Durban  Branch  better  and  meetings  more 
inspiring.  A  number  of  problems  and 
details  were  discussed  and  it  was  felt  by  all 
present  that  the  meetings  will  be  better  in 
the  future.  The  following  things  which 
will  improve  our  meetings  were  decided  on  : 
No  talking  while  Sacrament  is  being  passed  ; 
and  before  and  after  services  no  visiting 
whatsoever  in  the  meeting  hall. 

We  were  happy  to  have  the  Ramah 
Branch  organist.  Sister  Orton,  and  her 
daughter  Dorine,  with  us  while  they  were 
here  on  a  few  weeks'   holiday. 

Sister  Dunbar,  of  Kingsrest,  is  still  ill. 
We  are  all  praying  for  her  recovery. 

EASTERN    PROVINCE. 

Elder   Walter   M.    Lewis,    District   President. 

If  the  old  devil  has  dominion  over  any  part 
of  this  earth  it  must  be  somewhere  around 
this  Eastern  Province  District,  for  "  hell 
fire  "  is  no  weak  appellation  for  the  cooked 
streets  and  burning  air.  When  the  heat 
Avaves  rise  so  erratic  that  one  can't  even 
read  the  print  on  the  morning  newspaper — 
that's  bad.  But  through  it  all  we  have 
carried  on  with  a  semblance  of  activity, 
always  striving  to  create  of  our  efforts  steps 
of  progress  to  make  our  temporal  goal  a  little 
clearer. 

A  bursting  moon   waited  patiently  for  the 
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sun  to  recall  his  inquisitive  rajs  befure  pre- 
parnig  the  setting  tor  our  moonlight  piciuc. 
Aithoiigli  nieddlesonie  clouds  deprived  us  ol 
iier  full  radiance,  tiiey  served  as  would  a 
trail  veil  betore  a  lovely  lace  to  enhance 
appreciation  when  raised.  Both  old  and 
young  frolicked  and  contested  tor  hours 
until  Irom  sheer  exhaustion  a  halt  was  called 
and  immediate  operation  began  upon  a  cart- 
load ot  juicy  watermelons.  A  warm  south- 
easter had  tempered  the  water  beautifully, 
and  we  were  as  bad  as  kids  at  a  circus  who 
never  want  to  leave. 

A  number  of  technicolour  slide  lectures 
have  oeen  given  here  in  Port  Elizabeth  to 
Toe  H  and  L.M.H.  clubs  this  past  month, 
depicting  the  beauties  of  Salt  Lake  City  and 
the  surrounding  scenic  wonders.  The  lec- 
tures have  been  so  well  received  that  invita- 
tions to   other   societies   have   been   prottered. 

We  are  happy  to  again  welcome  Sister  Vera 
Gray  back  with  us  after  her  trip'  to  Capu 
Town.  Brother  Joseph  Kazakiewicz  and  his 
son  Leonard  have  gone  to  Kimberley  for  a 
period  of  about  two  months  to  work  on  a 
project  there.  We  hope  to  have  them  back 
with  us  soon. 

After  labouring  in  the  Port  Elizabeth 
Branch  for  several  months  and  making  a  host 
of  friends,  Elders  Preston  T.  Marchant  and 
Jay  L.  Chatterley  have  been  transferred  to 
East  London,  there  to  re-open  a  branch  that 
has  been  inactive  for  a  number  of  years. 
The  Port  Elizabeth  friends  and  members  are 
going  to  miss  them,  but  are  thankful  for  the 
privilege  of  having  been  associated  with 
them,  and  wish  God's  blessings  to  go  witii 
them  in  their  new  labours.  Reports  from 
the  new  branch  indicate  that  the  work  is  well 
under   way   m   re-establishing   activity. 

The  auxiliaries  once  more  begin  their 
season's  work,  the  Primary  opening  •  on 
February  14th,  while  the  general  pre- 
season social  will   be  held  on   February   loth. 

Conference  has  quickly  come  upon  us  once 
more.  The  Eastern  Province  District  Con- 
ference is  projected  for  the  3rd  of  Mar^*!), 
with  President  and  Sister  Folland  beir^  in 
attendance.  AVe     look     forward     iu     this 

occasion  for  it  ha.s  been  some  time  since  we 
have  had  the  privilege  of  having  the 
Mission   President   and    his   wife   with    us. 

The  Nauvoo  baseball  team,  though  con- 
siderably weakened  by  the  transfer  of 
Elders  Marchant  and  Chatterley,  continues 
to  pull  surprises  out  of  the  bag ;  this  time 
swinging  the  stone  in  a  Dnvid  and  Goliath 
exhibition  by  defeating  the  only  previously 
undefeated  Pirate  team  in  an  excitedly  con- 
tested match.  The  baseball  season  soon 
draws  to  a  close  on  an  interesting  first  year 
for  the  Nauvoo  team. 

Blessing:  Robin  Alexander  Gladstone 
Eales,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John,  E.  Eales. 
was  given  a  name  and  a  blessing  on  January 
25th.   1940,   by   Elder  Walter  M.   Lewis. 

Things  to  be  found  in  Mormon  Literature.— 

Continued  from  page  42. 

to  it,  that  they  may  read  it  with  the 
remembrance  that  only  the  best  is  good 


cnuLigli,  and  that  in  reading  ihey  may 
become  strong  and  valiant  servants  oi 
God,   willing  and  eager  to  serve  him. 

In  the  words  of  Emmeline  B.  Wells: 

So.ne    who    are    old    to-day    and    once 
were  young, 

1  hrough   patient  years   have  hoped   the 

day  would  come 
When  Zion's  youth,  with  flag  unfurled 
Might  fling  the  challenge  to  the  world 

That  here  in  these  sequestered  vales 
The  highest,  purest  thought  prevails  ! 
When  lo,  before  our  very  eyes, 
To-day  our  dream  we  realize. 

Oh,      stalwart     youths,      and     oh,      ye 

maidens  fair, 
As  ye  would  venture  forth   from   these 

protecting  walls, 
'J'o  strive  for  place  among  the  ranks  of 

men, 
Remember    the    great    truths   you    ha\e 

been  taught. 
Heed      well      the      still,      small      voice 

whene'er  it  calls ; 
Be  merciful,  be  wise,  be  true,   in  ever} 

word  and   thought. 
The    youth    of    Zion    must    keep    ever 

bright 
The   Gospel    armour,    and   lift   liigh    the 

shining  light. 


DEATHS. 

During  the  month  of  January  Brother 
George  Kable  passed  away.  Brother 
Kable  was  the  oldest  member  of  the 
Church  in  South  Africa,  having  celebrated 
his  ninety -second  birthday  on  the  25th  of 
October  last.  He  has  been  a  good,  faith- 
ful member  since  his  baptism  more  than 
twelve  years  ago.  He  held  the  office  of 
Hio-h  Priest. 


Sister  Florence  Elizabeth  Spear,  de- 
voted and  beloved  wife  of  Brother  C.  B. 
Spear,  of  Bloemfontein,  passed  to  her 
rest  on  the  2nd  of  February.  Sister 
Spear  has  very  patiently  suffered  internal 
pain  for  the  past  few  years.  Our  sym- 
pathies go  out  to  her  husband  and  three 
sons,    Harry,    Richard   and  Sidney. 
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was  given  to  man  to  compensate   him    tor   what   lie   is   not 
humour  was  provided  to  console   him  for  what  he  is! 


And  A   Little  Child  Shall  Lead  Them. 

The  new  lieutenant  was  very  small  and 
very   young.  The    first    time    he    appeared 

before  the  company  a  hass  voice  from  the 
rear  rank  boomed,  "  And  a  little  child  shall 
lead  them."  The  men  chuckled,  the  lieute- 
nant said  nothing.  But  the  next  day  a 
notice  appeared  on  the  bulletin  board : 
Company  A  will  take  a  25  mile  hike  to-day 
with  full  packs.  And  a  little  child  shall 
lead  them — on  a   great   h\g  horse. 

Q      D 

Grammar. 

President  Folland  (in  morning  class)  : 
"  Elder  Dana,   conjugate  the  verb  swim." 

Elder   Dana:    "Swan,    swam,   swum." 

President  Folland:  "Now  conjugate  the 
verb  dim." 

Elder   Da)] a  :    "  Dim,    da Say,    are   you 

trying  to  play  the  fool  with  me?  " 

History. 

Willie:  "  i)id  Edison  make  the  first  talking 
machine,  Dad.^  " 

Father:  "  No,  son,  God  made  the  first  one, 
but  Edison  made  the  first  one  that  could  be 
shut  off." 

B     a 

Fallen  Star. 

Elder  Whitaker  had  long  wanted  to  be  a 
star  in  some  show.  Failing  in  professional 
attempts  he  organized  his  own  company  with 
himself  as  the  "  star."  After  the  first  per- 
formance he  came  home  looking  ratlier 
dejected. 

"  AVhat's  the  matter,"  asked  his  father, 
"didn't  thev  appreciate  your  acting?" 

Elder  Whitaker:  "They  didn't  exactly 
seem  to." 

Father:  "Didn't  they  give  you  any  en- 
couragement? Didn't  they  ask  you  to 
come  before  the  curtain?  " 

"Ask  me?"  cried  Elder  Whitaker. 
"  Man— thev  DARED  me!  " 


Irrelevant. 

Sister  Evans:  "Now,  Kent,  I  want  you  to 
go  in  and  get  acquainted  with  th<'  new  iuu\se 
and  kiss  her  nice." 

Kent  Evans:  "Yes?  And  get  my  face 
slapped  like   Daddy  did?" 

□  □ 
Sarcasm. 

Conductor:  "Sorry,  Sir,  but  we  have 
learned  that  the  station  where  you  intended 
to  get  off  has   been   burned  to  the  ground.'' 

Elder  Barnes:  "That's  all  right;  they'll 
probably  have  it  rebuilt  by  the  time  this 
train  gets  there." 

□  a 
Weak  Stomachs. 

The  newly  arrived  Elder  Heal  tells  this 
story  from  his  travels  to  Africa :  The  going 
was  very  rough  just  out  of  New  York  and 
at  the  Captain's  Dinner  on  Board  the 
Bid-il  only  ninety-five  of  the  passengers  Avere 
present  and  some  of  them  were  pale.  The 
Captain's  speech  at  that  dinner  went  some- 
thing like  this  : 

"i  hope,  ladies  and  gentlemen,  that  the 
whole  ninety-five  of  you  Avill  enjoy  the 
turkey  and  cranberry  sauce,  which  the 
stewards  are  about  to  serve.  May  each  one 
of  these  eighty-four  smiling  faces  enjoy  a 
prosperous  year.  1  will  ask  all  fifty-three 
of  you  to  drink  a  toast  to  the  coming  voyage. 
The  stewards  will  fill  our  forty-six  glasses 
with  sweet  Avine,  and  after  the  flaming  plum 
pudding  has  been  served  we  fourteen  will 
indulge  in  a  Christmns  dance  .  Let  us  draw 
our  chairs  closer.  What  a  cosy  and  con- 
genial party  of  six  we  make.  W^e  three  have 
indeed  a  pleasant  evening  before  us.  You 
and  r.  madam — here,  steward,  clear  these 
dishes  away  and  bring  my  book  and  pipe." 

Elder  Heal  will  not  vouch  for  this  story 
in  its  entirety  as  something  came  up  which 
prevented  his  attending  the  dinner ;  but  he 
heard  that  it  was  a  good  speech  in  spite  of 
his  absence. 
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With  The  Missionaries 


CAPE    DISTRICT: 

Elder   King   S.    Udall,    President,    "  Cumorali,"  Main  Rd.,  Mowbray.     Phone  6 — 3334. 

Elders  Robert  S.  Kirkhani,  Max  Shurtlift',  Wm.  D.  Wiscomb,  J.  Iveith  Hansen,  Robert 
li.  J>ouglass,  Phil  C.  J3aiia,  H.  Max  Bergeson,  John  G.  Knudsen,  Scott  M.  Whitaker, 
Wm.    Ward  Heal. 

SERVICES:  Sunday,  10.30  a.m.— "  Deseret,"  Rhodes  Avenue,  Woodstook;  16,  Claren- 
don Crescent,  Brooklyn. 

Mowbray   Branch:    "  Cumorah,"   Main  Road,  Thomas  Wilson,  President. 

SERA'fCfiS:  Sunday,  10.30  a.m.  and  7  p.m.;  Tuesday,  M.I. A.,  7.45  p.m.;  Wednesday, 
Primary,   4   p.m.;   Thursday,   Priesthood  and  Relief  Society,  7.45  p.m. 

Parow  Branch:  9a,  Weimar  Road,  E.  J.  Jakins,  President. 

SERVICES:  Sunday,  10.30  a.m.  and  7.30  p.m.,  and  10.00  a.m.  at  "  Marcourt,"  Eerste 
River. 

TRANSVAAL   DISTRICT: 

Elder  Jay  S.  Broadbent,  President,  395,  Commissioner  Street.     Phone  24 — 3669. 

Elders  Gail  C.  Meier,  Quinten  E.  Crockett,  Leslie  W.  J.  Beer,  O.  Ned  Kirkham,  Norman 
S.  Howells,  Robert  Q.  Shupe,  John  N.  Eldredge,  1,.  Wayne  Redd,  Harold  S.  Barns, 
Jr.,  Richard  T  .Sharp,  Richard  A.  Seare,  C'arlylc  B.  Eyre. 

Ramah   Branch:   395,   Commissioner  Street,  Johaiineshurg.     Evan  P.   Wright,  President. 

SERVICES:    Sunday,    10.30   a.m.    and    7.30  p.m. 

Liahona  Branch:  20,  Petunia  Street,  Rosettenville,  Johannesburg.  Leonard  G.  Muir, 
President. 

SERVICES:    Sunday,    10.30   a.m.    and    7.30  p.m.,    at   20,    Petunia   Street,    Rosettenville. 

Springs   Branch:   "Castle  Mansions,"   Third  Street.       J.  C.  Louw,  President. 

SERVICES:  Sunday,  10.30  a.m.  and  7.30  p.m. 

Watervai  Branch:  153,  Kemp  Avenue,  Waterval  Estate.  AVilliam  H.  Brummer,  Presi- 
dent. 

SERVICES:  Sunday,  10.30  a.m.  and  7.0  p.in. 

Pretoria   Branch:   Calder's  Studio,  270,   Paul  Krugev  Street.     Louis  Duncan,  President. 

SERVICES:  Sunday,  10.30  a.m.   and  7. 30  p.m. 

Benoni   Branch:  46,  Oranbourne  Avenue,  Benoni.        Cecil    Cook,    President. 

SERVICES:  Sunday,  7.30  p.m. 

NATAL   DISTRICT: 

Elder    Max    Simkins,    President,    422,    Frere   Road,    Durban.        Phone  56041. 

Elders  Harold  E.   Larsen,  Donald  B.   Garrick,  N.  Spencer  Black. 

Durban    Branch:   7,   Buchanan  Building,   West    and    Russel    Streets.  Arthur    Fagan, 

President. 
SERVICES:  Sunday,  10.30  a.m.  and  7.0  p.m. 

PietermaritZburg   Branch:   Good  Templars'  Hall.   Longmarket  Street. 
SERVICES:  Sunday,  7.0  p.m. 

EASTERN    PROVINCE    DISTRICT: 

Elder  Walter  M.   Lewis,   President,   51.   Donkin  Street,   Port  Elizabeth. 

Elder  Preston  T.   Marchant.   Richard  F.   Thorley,    Jay    L.    Chatterley,    Grant    B.    Shaw. 

Francis    G.    Tate,    Terrell    R.    Woodmansee. 
Port    Elizabeth    Branch:   Robert  Dollar,   President,   Foresters'   Hall,   Palm  Street. 
SERVICES:  Sunday,   10.30  a.m.  and  7.0  p.m.        Cottage   Meetings,   Tuesday,   8.0  p.m. 
East   London  Branch:  B.  A.   T.  Jubber.  President.   5,   Nahoon  View  Road. 


Elder  Sidney  V.  Badger,  Mission  Secretary. 
Elder  Max  V.  ShurtlifF.  Mission  Commissarian. 
Elder  King  S.  Udall,  Mission  Auxiliary  Advisor. 


GARDENER'S    GARAGE 

EXPERTS   IN— 

Wrecking  Service,  Cylinder  Reboring,  High  Pressure  Greasing, 
Spray  Painting — Prompt  Service 

PHONE  6—3949.  Main  Road,  Mowbray,  G.P. 


8. A.  Electric  PrintiniEr  Co.  (Pty.)  Ltd..   28/50.  Prestwich  Street.  Capetown. 


